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Emergence and Practice of the Merroir Concept
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Abstract

Interest in where food originates and where it is processed is not just limited to discussions about food
culture and preferences, but is also linked to issues of contemporary food politics, such as mislabeling, the
local food movement, and the slow food movement. As the spatial distance has grown between the site of
food production and its consumption, the names of people and places have become commonly used in the
branding for food products. In addition to discussions about the regulations and systems for protecting desig-
nation of food origins, research on the connection between taste and location has developed into an inter-
disciplinary field encompassing sociology, anthropology, political science, geography and history. This article
discusses the concept of terroir, which originates from the French winemaking industry, and the new concept
of merroir, which is based on terroir, with reference to a case study of seafood products in coastal Hokkaido,
Japan. The concept of terroir has been introduced and practiced in the Japanese food industry under the
influence of the global economy, but merroir has not yet established itself in the Japanese seafood industry
and society. However, the author argues that the concept and practice of merroir offer a productive field of
study to further our understanding of the interaction between the environmental and human factors which
influence food cultures and systems.
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