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Consideration of the Role of Imagination in Emergent Curricula
through the Discussion of John Dewey’s and Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s
Concept of Imagination

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Issei YAMAMOTO

Abstract

This research is a theoretical consideration of the role of imagination in emergent curricula that have attracted
attention in the field of elementary education. Recently, cultivating imagination has been regarded as an important
educational aim; however, the concept of imagination is ambiguous. This research first clarifies John Dewey’s concept
of imagination, and then constructs a dialogue between Dewey’s theory and Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s negative
conceptualization of imagination. This leads to the critical consideration of the meaning and roles of imagination in
educational practice. In conclusion, | postulate that imagination works in the process of children’s lives, and
reconstructs their experience, in both positive and negative senses. In addition, the direction of imagination is
problematized. In emergent curricula, imagination emerges from the intersubjective relation between teachers and
children. Teachers can manage the curricula by reflecting in their lessons the contents, intensity and direction of the
imagination.

Keywords: Emergent curriculum, imagination, Dewey, Rousseau, curriculum management
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