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Abstract

This research aims to show the possibility of adopting a realistic approach to the teacher education curric-
ulum that was advocated by Dutch pedagogist and teacher educator Fred Korthagen. Five teacher educators
at Osaka Shoin Women's University and an adviser from Aoyama Gakuin University held regular meetings
to study the theory and practice of teacher education. Each teacher educator applied this approach to their
classes of primary teacher education, secondary teacher education, early childhood educator teaching methods,
and student teacher instruction. Teacher educators conducted an “8 windows” reflection for students’ field
practice in a primary teacher education class and a secondary teacher education class. A “5—step procedure”
was introduced into the “teaching method (environment)” class to construct an experience—oriented lecture.
A teacher educator also used the “8 windows” reflection method to improve her student teacher instruction.
Various ways to apply a realistic approach to the teacher education curriculum are shown, which leads to the
study of ‘phronesis’ in teacher education.

Keywords: Realistic Approach, Teacher Education, Education Practice, Phronesis
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