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Characteristics of Cooperation between the School Subjects of
Ethics and Religion in Berlin: An Empirical Study

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Kana HAMATANI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of cooperation between the subjects of ethics
and religion in moral education in German schools. In February 2014, an empirical study was conducted in
Berlin. Findings from semi—structured interviews with teachers were examined. The document for continuing
teacher education about the cooperation between the subjects of ethics and religion was analyzed and two
points became clear.

First, although the practice of cooperation between the subjects of ethics and religion was previously left
to the discretion of teachers, a new method for cooperating to deliver educational content was shown to
develop the students’ cross—cultural competency. Second, this cooperative method is not intended to be
confined to the category of interreligious learning, and it is thought that it should be addressed across all
themes within the subject of ethics. In other words, cooperation between the subjects of ethics and religion
ensures students are able to build mutual relationships with peers who have different ethical, cultural, and
religious backgrounds beyond the framework of religious education in the classroom, but always in relation
to the variety of faiths. This shows that ethical and moral education in Berlin has advanced to a new stage.
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