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A Study on Closed Elementary Schools and School Districts
in Central Kyoto, Japan

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Life Planning
Masaya HAGIHARA

Abstract

This paper focuses on central Kyoto, Japan, as a representative region wherein school mergers and closures
have progressed, and examines the situation of the school districts’ communities. Kyoto’s first 64 bangumi
(administrative district) elementary schools were established in 1869 after the Meiji Restoration. Thus,
central Kyoto’s elementary schools have a long history that has evolved together with the school districts.
Local residents and residents’ associations have also continually supported the schools up to the present. In
central Kyoto, due to decrease in children stemming from the declining and aging population, elementary
schools have been merged or closed since the 1990s. The closed school buildings and sites have been reused
by local residents in line with a city policy promulgated in 1994. One of the most noted repurposed facilities
is the renovated Tatsuike Elementary School building. Situated in Nakagyo Ward, it now houses the Kyoto
International Manga Museum. However, from the 2000s, large differences have been seen in the population
structures of school districts where there has been no repurposing of closed schools compared with those
where closed schools were revived. New forms of response to deal with this imbalance have become neces-

sary.

Keywords: Kyoto, Bangumi elementary school, School merger, School closure, School district, School site

reuse
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