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Review of the Concept of “Reflection”: To Enhance the Pedagogical Tact
as the Professionalism of Teachers

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Naoko MURAI

Abstract

The idea of “reflective practitioner” is considered as a basic concept underlying the professionalism of
teachers. However, the meaning of reflection has not been examined closely until now, even though it is a
key term of “reflective practitioner”. Donald Schon uses the idea of reflection—in—action for three meanings.
First, a practitioner’s reflection —in—action may not be very rapid. The action—present may stretch even
weeks or months. Second, Schon describes the reflection in the midst of action. He insists that even when
the action—present is brief, performers can sometimes train themselves to think about their actions. However,
according to van Manen, when we interact with students we must maintain an authentic presence and per-
sonal relationship for them. So we do not have enough time to stop and think as a teacher in the classroom.
We should do the right thing for the child without reflecting in a deliberative or planning manner. He argues
that in such a situation pedagogical tact is required. Schon also mentions the third type reflection which is
implicit. This type of reflection is considered to be similar to pedagogical tact. However it must be pedago-
gical, be oriented to the good for children. In order to enhance the pedagogical tact, it is useful for teachers
and training teachers to conduct the anticipate reflection and recollective reflection time and time again. And
it is important that these reflection should be phenomenological.

Keywords: professionalism of teachers, pedagogical tact, reflective practitioner, reflection, van Manen
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