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Construction of Digital Archives of Shoe Designer Kisa Takada:
Demonstration at Shoe Exhibition

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Fashion and Beauty Sciences
Toshio KAIHARA

Abstract

An exhibition showcasing the shoes of designer Kisa Takada was held in the Kobe Fashion Museum. For
this exhibition, the art museum received about 1,600 donations of shoes and related items. The author con-
structed a relational digital archive database that incorporated the donated shoes and items with a biographi-
cal sketch of the designer, and then provided it to museum visitors. The digital archive database was used
throughout the duration of the shoe exhibition. The data included eight tables, which were mutually associated
through the relational database. In this way, a better understanding of the background of shoe creation could
be promoted by the system. Visitors could operate the database system easily. For example, high resolution
images of the shoes and the associated advertising postcards, illustrated by Kisa Takada, could be easily
selected, and all navigation could be performed smoothly using a computer mouse. As for the biographical
sketch and designer's historical works, all major events and designs were incorporated into the database, and
an easily accessible search function was included.

Generally speaking, most current organizations construct digital archives for the purpose of providing their
services over the Internet. Furthermore, having such archives facilitates cooperation among organizations.
However, in the case of this art museum, the author determined that because of the characteristics of the
required service and the information to be disseminated, a limited, intra-museum system for the purposes of
reference and research was the most appropriate course of action.

Keywords: Digital archives, Image database, Shoes, Fashion, University-museum cooperation, Microsoft
Access
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