The Concept of Pedagogical Tact in van Manen:
Definition and Features
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The Concept of Pedagogical Tact in van Manen:
Definition and Features

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
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Abstract

The life in classrooms has a quality of irrationality, and teaching is not just a technique. Children may be
understandable but they are not predictable. Therefore, the practice of teaching requires the improvisational
tact of instantly knowing how to act in ever-changing situations. The notion of pedagogical tact was introdu
ced by Herbart to educational theory. Max van Manen was influenced by his theory and explicates his origi
nal theory of pedagogical tact. He defines pedagogical tact as the active alertness, ethical sensitivity, and pr
actical flexibility that educators demonstrate when they are dealing with young people in everyday educatio
nal situations. Tactful teachers are able to say and do just the right things with students in unique situations.
Van Manen employs the phenomenological method to describe the features of pedagogical tact. He insists t
hat it is important for teachers to reflect everyday practices and past experiences in order to enrich pedagog
ical thoughtfulness and tact.

Keywords: Pedagogical tact, van Manen, phenomenological pedagogy, teacher education, practical knowledge

— 192 —



