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The Characteristic Features of Pedagogical Relation in van Manen:
Focused on the Pedagogy of Contact

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Naoko MURAI

Abstract

The concept of the pedagogical relation has been considered critical and fundamental in educational
thought, especially in Germany. Herman Nohl elaborated the notion of the pedagogical relations during the
1930s and was followed by Bollnow. The North American educator Max van Manen was influenced by
their works and reinforces the theory in his original phenomenological way. Van Manen employs Lingis’s
concept of “contact” to redefine the meaning of a relation. To be in a relation is to be in each other’s sphere,
to travel in each other’s landscape. Therefore, a pedagogical relation has a pathic nature. The experience of
contact is both active and passive. Contact happens when I touch something or I am being touched by some-
thing that matters to this student, this teacher. Therefore, making contact or experiencing contact with another

person is always a moral action or an ethical response.

Keywords: Pedagogical relation, polarity of pedagogy, Max van Manen, Alphonso Lingis, contact
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