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The Legal Status of the Subjects of Religion and Ethics
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Focusing on the Case of Berlin
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to review the legal status of the subjects of religion and ethics in the schools
of Berlin in the Federal Republic of Germany. In Berlin, the subject of ethics was established as a compul-
sory subject in 2006, while the subject of religion has not been a compulsory subject since 1948.

Although it was proposed by Catholic and Protestant Churches to make both religion and ethics as selec-
tive subjects, it was not possible to implement this proposal.

The analysis focuses on the following two points.

(1) The Pro-Religion groups’ stance is that religion should be a compulsory elective subject, and that
before discussing common values, students should develop their own world view first.
(2) The Pro-Ethics groups’ stance is that ethics should be a compulsory subject, while also having the view

that ethics and religion should work together, regardless of the political opposition or legal status.
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