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Behind the Evolution of Modern Design:
Research into the Circumstances of 1920-30’s
a Leading Role of Cosmopolitan in Britain

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Interior and Environmental Design
Masako TSUKAGUCHI

Abstract

This paper, 7" issue of the serial work, Behind the Evolution of Modern Design, reports the 1930’s British
social and cultural circumstances surrounding the modern architecture and housing by viewing the 3 cases;
HIGHPOINT, 2 WILLOW ROAD and LAWN ROAD FLATS.

At long last around the middle of 1930°s the modern houses made a first appearance in Britain, almost one
lap behind the continental Europe. Obstructed by the definitely conservative characteristics of the British
nationality, which on earth class or personality could play a leading role as a client or a designer of the
avant-garde house? Unlike the continental Europe there existed an obvious and significant similarity among
them; cosmopolitan.

Furthermore, contrary to continental Europe, apartment houses for the wealthy and highly educated, almost
first of all, came out in the suburbs of London, although those were originally conceived as dwellings for low
income working class people in continent. In London those tenants also showed an affinity with cosmopolitan
or being themselves cosmopolitan. Especially there gathered leftwing or Jewish designers and architects who
immigrated from Nazi-Germany since 1934. Consequently all of these cosmopolitan artists made great
contribution to the progress of modern architecture and housing in Britain between the World Wars.

Keywords : modern houses in Britain, Highpoint, 2 Willow Road, Lawn Road Flats, immigrant from

Nazis-Germany,
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