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Emotional Expression in Music Performance
by Young Children

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Teruo YAMASAKI

ABSTRACT

Kindergarten children played a percussion instrument, the tambourine, improvisation-
ally to induce listeners to feel ‘joy’, ‘anger’, and ‘sadness’. Their performances were
analyzed in terms of the duration, the numbers of beats, the sound density, the sound level,
and the rhythm patterns. As a result, it was found that emotions influenced the sound
density and the sound level. The sound density and the sound level of ‘anger’ was higher
than that of ‘sadness’. On the other hand, it was not found that emotions systematically
influenced the rhythm patterns.

Keywords: young children, emotion, expression, percussion instrument
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