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Closed Elementary Schools and School District Communities
: Case Studies in Central Kyoto

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Life Planning
Masaya HAGIHARA

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to summarize the progress of reuse of closed elementary schools in central Kyoto,

and consider outcomes of field surveys on three districts with closed schools and that are responding to

recent changes in the social climate and undertaking new forms of action. One finding clarified is that the

number of students has increased sharply in some of the districts with closed schools; this necessitates con-

struction of a new elementary school building on the site of the closed school. In contrast, other school

districts are rapidly advancing with reuse of sites of closed schools by adopting a new proposal system,

established by the city of Kyoto, in which sites are leased to the private sector for the next 60 years. Addi-

tionally, case studies imply some school districts have revitalized their local communities and rediscovered

the cultural value of former elementary schools through creative self-governing activities or arts and culture.

Such efforts are taken to respond to the sudden changes in local society and to the new proposal system.

Keywords: School district, School consolidation, School site reuse, Community activity, Cultural value
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