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Behind the Evolution of Modern Design
Research into the Circumstances of 1900’
A Socio—cultural Review of Jewish Contribution to Modernism

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Interior and Environmental Design
Masako TSUKAGUCHI

Abstract

This paper, 10t issue of the serial work, reports social and cultural circumstances surrounding the Jewish
patrons of Vienna modern architecture which was entitled to the first fruit among the modern movements
by critic N. Pevsner. Behind the Jewish contribution there had existed a strong eager for establishing a new
status suitable for their intellect and social power against the Anti—Semitism, which had been intensifying
on and on these years.

2 case studies on this report; one is Zuckerkandl’s Purkersdorf Sanatorium (1903) in Vienna and the
other, Fritz and Lili Waerndorfer’s villa (1902) also in Vienna, bring out how unstable mentality converted
Jewish elite had those days as well their struggle to develop their identity as an innovative pioneer breaking
down anything conventional. Just as Waerndorfer was renowned modern art collector, patron of Wiener
Werkstatte and supporter of modern designers, so was Zuckerkandl.

Total 67 surviving modern villas building from 1900’s to 1933 (Nazi regime) around post Habsburger-
monarchie area are examined as a material to support this study. Almost over half of them were by Jewish
clients. Comparing the population rate this fact obviously shows how and what Jewish clients expressed on
their choice of modern architecture.
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