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Possibility and Impossibility of the Notion of Care as Responsibility

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Naoko MURAI

Abstract

Why do we care about our children as a teacher or a parent? Accoding to Van Manen, it is because we experience
a direct and unmediated encounter with the other. He follows the theory of “face” by Emmanuel Levinas as the
pure ethics. According to Levinas, to meet the other is to see this person’s face and to hear a voice summoning us.
As a result, we cannot help but resoponsing to the voice. I feel the responsibility to care. However, Derrida says that
we can only worry about one thing at a time. The fact that we cannot possibly be responsive to every other who is
out other who appeals for our care causes ethical pain. Van Manen insists that this pain is very important in
pedagogy. It is because a teacher feels adderessed by the “face” of particular students, about whom he or she worries,
that the teacher can remain sensitive to the sometimes “faceless” multitude of all the other students for whom he or

she is responsible.

Keywords : Levinas, ethical pain, “face”, responsibility, Derrida, care
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